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Tur Medical Commentaries 
have, with great reputation to 
the editor, gone through two 
. Since which, a new 
work, under the title of the 
Annals of Medicine, has hin 
publiſhed. In the firſt volume 
of which, twelve caſes of biliary 
3 from calculi, ſucceſſ- 
fully treated by ſalivation, are 
inſerted. Since that time, the 


A author 
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author has been favoured with 
ſome communications on the 
ſubject, from his medical correſ- 
pondents, which further confirm. 
the uſefulneſs of the practice: 
he therefore preſents this ſmall 
volume to the notice of the gen- 
tlemen of the faculty, wiſhing 
the trials made, may prove as 
ſucceſsful to them, as they have 


been to their humble ſervant 


T. GIBBONS. 
Hadleigh in Suffolk. 
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In addition to theſe caſes ſome 
medical obſervations are given, 
and inſtances related, where vio- 
lent hemorrhages from the lungs, 
ſtomach, and uterus, have been, 
almoſt immediately, refrained by 
large doſes of nitre. 

Biliary obſtructions from call 
ſtones are not only excruciatingly 
painful when a calculus has got 
ſo far into the duct as to prevent 
the bile from paſſing into the 
inteſtine, but, what are the mel- 
ancholy effects? Not oſten in- 
flammation indeed, but frequent- 

ly 


viii PREFACE. 
ly indurations of the liver, ſchirri, 
and their ſucceſſors dropſies, and 
generally of that ſort which is 
the moſt fatal, aſcites. | 
Hippocrates, the founder of 
phyſic, lamented, though he lived 
to the age of an hundred years, 
that the art was long, life was 
ſhort! See his firſt aphoriſim. 
Before 1 quitted practice I 
had reaſon to make the ſame 
complaint. There 1s always 
ſomething for an attentive ob- 
ſerver to learn. When I firſt 
went into the practice of phyſic, 


many 
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many years ago, the diſorders of 
the time were then almoſt all of 
the inflammatory kind. Fevers 
gave way to bleeding and cooling 
remedies; and a favourable criſis 
generally took place about the 
ſeventh day. In thole caſes 
which proved fatal, a delirium 
came on about the ſeventh, and 
death cloſed the ſcene on the 
tenth or eleventh day. I have 
not ſeen a fever af this ſort for 
more than thirty years. The 
tevers of the preſent day are, I 


mean 
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mean idiophatic fevers, almoſt 
all of the nervous remittent kind, 
tending to putrid. What is the 
cauſe of this? We now and 
then meet with an old ſtager in the 
farming way, (and who breathe 
better air than the farmers ?) 
whoſe breakfat is bread and 
cheeſe, moiſtened with his own 
home brewed beer; his dinner 
pudding and pork, and, who 
drinks neither tea nor port wine, 
yet this man, though his exerciſe 
be ſufficient to procure a good 


digeſtion, 
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digeſtion, is not free from the 
epidemic of the ſeaſon. May we 
not then, reaſonably ſuppoſe that 
theſe changes are owing to ſome 
occult cauſe in the air? If ſo, 
or from whatever cauſe they may 
ariſe, he phyſician has daily to 
learn: therefore, were I now in 
practice I ſhould not change the 
motto prefixed to my graduation 
theſis De Mulierum Mammas, et 


Morbis quibus obnoxi& ſunt. 
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GOOD EFFECTS OF SALIVATION 


IN 


" JAUNDICE 
ARISING FROM CALCULI. 


e e eee 


Ir has been acknowledged by the 
medical faculty, that there is nothing 
more difficult to account for than the 
modus operandi of remedies; and 
this may be obſerved both in their 
{imple and compound forms. Why 


does ipecacuanha act upon the ſto- 
mach, and jallap run to the bowels? F 
What is the reaſon that large doſes of q 


crude 
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crude mercury may be taken with 
impunity? and why ſo ſmall a quan- 
tity, when joined with marine acid, 
prove ſo deleterious? On the other 
hand, why is the vitriolic acid ſo 
pernicious by itſelf, and why ſo mild 
when united to alkaline ſalt, or join- 
ed with inflammable matter? More 
queſtions concerning ſtimulants in 
the firſt paſſages might be aſked; but 
let theſe ſuffice. When medicines 
have entered the ſyſtem, whether by 
the lactcals or lymphatics, we are 
equally at a loſs to account for their 
action there. Why does calomel or 
mercurial ointment affect the ſalivary 
in preference to any other glands? 


Why does ferrum vitriolatum ſtimu— 


late 
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late the uterus, and kali acetatum the 
kidneys? The anſwering of theſe 
queſtions I ſhall leave to thoſe gentle- 
men who may think themſelves more 
equal to it than I find my ſelf. 

Anatomy is now ſo well known to 
every medical man of any reputation, 
that I think a deſcription of the bili- 
ary organs needleſs; but ſhould it fo 
happen, that a reader has not had an 
opportunity of attending to ſuch ſub- 
jects, the reading of my worthy friend 
Dr. Thomas Coe's Treatiſe on Biliary 
Concretions, may be of uſe to him. 

I have no noltrum to vend, nor do 
I publiſh the following caſes to make 
myſelf known; for on account of ill 
health I have declined practice, My 

only 


& 
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only motive is, becauſe I think they 
will be of uſe to mankind. Calomel 
has in biliary obſtructions frequently 
been given as a deobſtruent; but I 
do not recollect, that intended ſaliva- 
tion for the removal of biliary cal- 
culi has ever been recommended. I 
know that in the Eaſt Indies it is a 
common practice, for inflammations 
of the liver, after bleeding, to ſalivate 
as quickly as poſſible ; but this is 
foreign to my purpoſe. I ſhall there- 
fore proceed to a relation of ſuch 
caſes as I have treated ſucceſsfully. 


CASE 
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CASE IJ. 

Mrs. Ward, a widow lady of this 
town, aged about ſeventy years, of a 
corpulent habit, ſent for me in May 
1776. Her ſkin and urine were very 
yellow, her ſtools of a clay colour. 
She complained of acute pain from 
the pit of her ſtomach to her back, 
with frequent vomitings : her legs 
were much ſwelled, and pitted. I 
ordered her ſome pills of calomel, 
ſoap, rhubarb, and aloes, with ano- 
dynes occaſionally. I confeſs I did 
not order theſe medicines with an 
intention of ſalivating her, but as de- 
obſtruents. She had not, however, 


taken them many days before a ſpit- 


ting 
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ting came on; and I obſerved, before 
| ſhe had ſpit ſix days, which ſhe did 
to about the quantity of a pint in a 
day, that her jaundice gradually de- 
creaſed, and the ſwelling of her legs 
went off; and ſhe was, after ſpitting 
about fourteen days, perfectly free 
from her diſorder, but her ſpitting 
continued ſo troubleſome, that it was 
neceſfary to check it, by frequently 
giving her lac ſulphris and nitre. 
She lived to the age of eighty, and 
never had any return of her jaundice. 
Her ſtools were examined, but no 


calculi found. 


CASE 


CASE II. 


Mrs. Nelſon, an apothecary's wi— 
dow at Manningtree in Eſſex, ſent for 
me about the latter end of the year 
1778. She was ſeventy years of age; 
very corpulent, and her legs œdema- 
tous, Her {kin and urine were highly 
tinged with bile; but no bile was 
found in her lools. She had been 
affected with very acute pains in the 
biliary duct, which were now abated, 
but the obſtruction ſtill remained. 
She had been taking pills of ſoap, 
aloes, and rhubarb, with ſaline medi- 
cines, by Mr. Nunn's direction. I. 
ordered that theſe ſhould be repeated, 
and that ſhe ſhould take five grains 

0 of 
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of calomel morning and evening. 
Theſe ſhe took till a ſpitting came on, 
which was kept'up by continuing the 
calomel, to the quantity of a pint and 
a half daily for a fortnight; at the 
end of which time ſhe was perfectly 
cured. Her ſtools were examined, 
but no calculi found. She died at 


the age of eighty-two, without any 
return of her diſorder. 


CASE III. 


Mrs. Reeve, wife of Mr. Abraham 
Reeve, merchant, in Hadleigh, Suf- 
folk, a lady of a delicate habit, be- 
tween twenty and thirty years of age, 
ſent for me in November 1779. She 
complained of pain at the pit of her 


ſtomach: 


ſtomach: her ſkin and urine were 
both yellow; and there was a defici- 
ency of bile in the fœces. 1 was in 
hopes that calomel in ſmall doſes 
might open the duct, without ſali- 
vating her. She took as under. 
R. Calomel, gr. i. 

Pulv. Rhab. gr. iii. 

Sapon. Venet. Iſs. 

Elix. aloes. q. s. ft. bolus mane 
et veſpere ſumendus; ſuper- 
bibendo miſturæ ſequentis, 
31}. 

R. Sal. Abſynth. diy 
Succ. limon. 3ij. Peracta effer- 
veſcentia, adde 
Aq. font. zv. 


Sp. cinnam. zi. 
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Syr. croci, Ils. 
Vini. antim. gw Ixxx. M. 
Although the doſe of che calomel 
was ſo ſmall, ſhe had not taken it a 
week before a ptyaliſm came on, 
which, in a few days, opened the duct, 
and her jaundice went off entirely; a 
few doſes of manna and Glauber's 
ſalts ſtopped the ſpitting, and removed 
all her complaints. It is now eighteen 
years ago, and ſhe has had no return. 
Gall-ſtones were ſought for, but none 


found. 


CASE 
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CASE IV. 


In June 1780, I was ſent for to Mr. 
Joſeph Clark, a gentleman-farmer at 
Semer in Suffolk, aged ſeventy years. 
His {kin and urine were very yellow; 
his ſtools white ; and from the -pain at 
the pit of his ſtomach, there was no 
doubt of his having biliary calculi. 
After an emetic, I ordered him the 
following medicines: 

R. Calom. gr. i. 

Pulv. rad. Rhab. gr. iii. 

Sapon. Venet. gr. v. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. f. bolus omni 
nocte et mane ſumendus, ſu- 
perbibendo miſt. ſalin. Zii. 

In about a week a ptyaliſm came 


on, 


26 


on, which was kept up by the conti- 
nuance of his medicines, ſo that he 
{pit about a pint and a quarter daily 
for two or three weeks. He was 
perfectly cured, and never had any 
return of his diſorder. He died aged 
eighty. No gall-ſtones were found. 


CASE V. 


On the 22d. of March 1781, I was 
ſent for to Mrs. French, a widow-lady 
of this town, (Hadleigh in Suffolk) 
about ſixty years of age. She com- 
plained of acute pain, at times, in 
the biliary duct: her {kin and urine 
were very yellow. After an emetic, 
I ordered her the following medi- 
cines: 

R. 


| FR 
R, Calom. 
Aloes ſocot. d. i. gr. ij. 
Sap. Venet. gr. viij. 


Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. bolus mane 


et veſpere fumendus cum 
doſi miſture ſaline, 

She continued the medicines for 
about three weeks without ſalivation, 
or removal of the obſtruction. She 
now became feverih: and I thought 
it better to omit the calome], and give 
her ſome cooling medicines. She 
got rid of her fever; and on the 21ſt. 
of May following, returned to the 
calomel, &c. but took only one grain 
for a doſe; which ſhe continued for 
{ome time, without any abatement of 


her diſorder. I then diſcontinued 
the 
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the calomel, keeping her bowels open 
with aloes, rhubarb, and tartar-eme- 
tic, to which was joined a little ſoap, 
giving her opiates occaſionally. From 
this time to the end of the year 1782, 
ſhe took opening medicines only, but 
of which, and all others, ſhe grew 
tired. She was perſuaded to try 
ſome noſtrum; but her jaundice -ne- 
ver left her. On the 8th. of October 
1783, I was deſired to viſit her again: 
ſhe then took the following medi- 
cine : yr 
R. Calom. gr. i. 
Aloes ſoc. gr. 11. 
Conf. cynoſb. gr. v. ft. bolus 
omni noe vel alterna ſu- 
mendus, ſi alvus aſtricta ſit. 


She 


29 
She took theſe, not always regu- 
larly, and opiates, till March 18, 1784; 
during which time I ſaw her but 
ſeldom, Mr. Simpſon, who is ſince 
dead, her apothecary, having the ſole 
care of her. On the 18th. March 
1784, I was deſired to viſit her again. 


Her complexion and her urine were 


now af a colour between black and 


yellow; her ſtools without bile. I 


now had a wiſh to try what the addi- 


tion of a ſmall quantity of opium, to 
prevent the calomel going off by the 


bowels, would do. I therefore or- 


dered as follows: 
EK. Calom. 
 Aloes ſoc. | 
Philon. Lond. i. gr. iv. 
D Syr. 
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Syr. ſimp, q. s. ft. bolus omni 
nocte cum doſi miſture ſali- 

næ ſumendus 
Sbe continued in the uſe of theſe 
medicines for near a month before a 
ptyaliſm came on. She now, I be- 
lieve, ſpit a pint in a day for near a 
month before any bile got into the 
| duodenum; and even then it paſſed 
but in ſmall quantity, and the colour 
of her ſkin was not altered. However, 
as the duct was not wholly obſtructed, 
I prevailed upon her, ſupporting her 
with cordials between. her medicines, 
to perſevere: which happily ſhe did 
for more than two months, ſpitting 
every twenty-four hours about a pint 
and a half. She then was perfectly 


cured 
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cured, and has had no return of jaun- 
dice ſince. She is now more than 
ſeventy years of age. No gall-ſtones 


— 


were found. 


CASE. VI. Pens 
Mrs. Game, in the neighbourhood 


of Needham-market, in the county of 
Suffolk, was, in September 1780, re- 
commended to me by Mr. Abbot 
ſurgeon at Needham. She appeared 
to be about forty years of age; and 
had had a biliary obſtruction for more 
than a year. Her ſkin was of a black- 
iſh yellow. I deſired Mr. Abbot to try 
the effects of ſalivation from calomel: 
he did ſo; and I received a letter 
from him ſome time after, in which 
he 
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he ſaid, The bile then began to 
 emulge. ” She lived ſome months 
afterwards. Mr. Abbot thought the 
ſubſtance of the liver was indurated; 
and indeed I thought ſo too; for ſhe 
ſaid ſhe could, with her hand, feel 
her right-ſide very hard. 


CASE VII. 


Mrs. Elliot, a farmer's wife at Wal- 
dingheld in Suffolk, ſent for me on 
the 3d. November 1784. Her age be- 
tween thirty and forty years. She 
had been afflicted with excruciating 
pains in the biliary ducts, for which 
her apothecary had given her lauda- 
num frequently. When a gall-ſtone 


got into the ductus biliarius commu- 


nis, 
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nis, jaundice always followed; when 
it fell back into the gall- bladder, the 
yellowneſs went off; and ſo on alter- 
nately. I preſcribed for her as fol- 
_ lows: 

R. Calom. ppt. gr: i. 

Aloes ſocot. gr. ii. 

Sapon. Venet. gr. vi. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. bolus omni 
nocte maneque ſumendus, ſu- 
perbibendo miſt. ſalin. Zij. 

A ptyaliſm came on in a few days; 
and about the 1th. of the ſame month, 
ſhe voided a gall-ſtone which weighed 
ten grains. The ſpitting was kept up 
for about three weeks. She voided 
two more ſtones of the ſame ſize as 


the firſt, when ſhe was perfectly cured. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe calculi, which together weigh- 
ed about thirty grains, were the light- 
eſt of their ſize I ever faw, though I 
have ſeveral hundreds by me. The 
ſurfaces were fmooth, and without 
the leaſt appearance of eroſion : from 
this it ſeems to appear, that the mer- 
cury did not a& upon the calculi, but 
ſo relaxed the ducts as to facilitate 
the exit of the ſtones. 

But let us now review the firſt five 
caſes, where every patient was cured, 
and no gall-ſtones found in the faeces. 
May we not reaſonably ſuppoſe, as 
none of thoſe patients had any return 
of the diſorder, that the mercury in 
thoſe caſes acted as a ſolvent ? 

CASE 
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CASE VIII. 


| In June 1784, 1 was deſired to vifit 
Mrs. Harwood of Brightlingſea in 
Eſſex. I ſaw her but once; and from 
the ſymptoms and nature of her jaun- 
dice, I fuppoſed it to. be in conſe- 
quence of biliary calculi. I deſired 
Mr. Inman, her ſurgeon, who lives at 
St. Oſyth, to try the effects of ſaliva- 
tion raiſed by calomel: he did. ſo; 
and I had the pleaſure of hearing 
from him a few months ago, that after 


ſpitting ſeveral weeks, ſhe got per- 
fectly well; and has had no return, 
though it is now fourteen years ſince. 


CASE 
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CASE IX. 

Mr. Canham of Bemont-Hall in 
Eſſex, a gentleman of about fifty years 
of age, conſulted nie, on the 7th. of 
April 1786, on account of a jaundice, 
which, preceded by pain, came on 
and went off ſeveral times; but now 
continued longer than uſual. I or- 
dered the following medicines: 

ER. Calomel. ppt. gr. 1. 

Rad. Rhabarb: pulv. 
Philon. Lond. i gr. v. 
Syr. ſimp. q. s. ſt. bolus mane 


e.t veſpere ſumendus, cum 


duabus uncus miſturæ ſalinæ. 
On the 24th. I was ſent for to him. 
He was then ſpitting; which I defired, 


by 
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by the continuance of his medicines, 
might be kept up for ſome weeks. 
It was ſo; and his jaundice left him. 
No calculi were found. On the 10th, 
of February 1787, his jaundice re- 
turned; and the ſame medicines were 
again reſorted to. I forgot whether 
he was ſalivated or not the ſecond 
time; I therefore wrote to Mr. Veſey, 
a ſurgeon at Thorpe in Eſſex, to know 
what he recollected of Mr. Canham's 


caſe. His anſwer is as follows: 


Dear Sir, 
Agreeable to your requeſt, 
I have inſpected my books, and find 
Mr. Canham was put upon a mercu- 
rial courſe on the 7th. of April 1785, 


E and 
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and kept in a gentle ſalivation to the 
23d. of June following, till the jaun- 
dice entirely diſappeared. 
On the 10th. of February 178), 
upon the jaundice making its appear- 
ance again, he then was put upon the 
ſame mercurial courſe, which he took 
ſor ten days, which carried off the 
jaundice; but to the beſt of my re- 
collection, it did not bring on ſaliva- 
tion, only flightly affected his mouth. 
He never had any further appearance 
of the jaundice; nor were there any 
calculi found. | 
1am, 
Sir, | ' 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Ee Wm. Veſey. 
- Thorpe, 4th. Sep. 1795. CASE 
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CASE X. 


In Auguſt 1785, I was deſired to 
viſit Mrs. Bennet of Kerſy. She ap- 
peared to me to be about thirty years 


of age. I ordered her ſome pills, 


compoſed of calomel, ſoap, and rhu- 
barb, which ſoon brought on a ptya- 
liſm, and her jaundice (for that was her 
diſorder) was gradually going off. 
when Mr. Roſe, her ſurgeon, ſince 
dead, not knowing my intention, 
gave her ſeveral doſes of manna and 
Glauber's ſalts, till her ſpitting was 


conſiderably abated; and, as that 


diminiſhed, her yellowneſs returned 
in proportion, and increaſed, 'I de- 
ſired him to repeat the calomel, &c. 
till 


0 
: 
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till the ſpitting returned, which he 


did for two or three weeks, when ſhe 
was perfectly cured. From the ſymp- 
toms, acute pain, &c. at times, there 
\ was no doubt that her jaundice aroſe 
| from calculi. Whether her ſtools 
] were or were not examined, I cannot 
tell. She has not had, now for thir- 


teen years paſt, any return of the 
diſorder. 


CASE XI. 


Mr. Golden, a tanner of this town, 
(Hadleigh) ſent for me on the sth. 
of July 1788. He had a jaundice, 
which, from the ſymptoms, there was 
no doubt aroſe from biliary calcuh. 
He was about forty years of age, of a 


very 
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very corpulent habit. I preſcribed 


ſor him as follows: 
R. Calom. ppt. gr. i. 
Pulv. Rad. rhab. 
Philon. Lond. I. gr. v. 
Syr. ſimp. q. s. f. bolus mane et 
veſpere ſumendus ſuperbi- 
bendo miſt. ſalin. 31. 

About the 10th. of the ſame month, 
one grain more of the calomel was 
added to each bolus. On the 12th. 
his gums grew ſore, and ſpitting came 
on plentifully ; which was continued 
till the 15th. when the duct was open- 
ed, and a large quantity of bile found 
in his ſtools. His jaundice went off 
ſoon, but his ſpitting was ſo great, to 
upwards of Ibijj. in a day, that I 

thought 
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thought it neceſſary to check it, by 
giving him frequently, doſes of lac 
ſulph. and nitre. His ſtools were 
examined, but no gall-ſtones found. 
It is now ten years ſince, and he has 
had no return of jaundice. 


CASE XII 


Mrs. Perkins, wife of a gentleman 
of the law at Manningtree in Eſſex, 
ſent for me on the gth. of December 
1790. Mr. Rogers, her apothecary, 
ſaid: ſhe was, in the beginning of her 
diſorder, troubled with acute pains at 
the pit of her ſtomach ; that yellow- 
neſs followed, which, though the pain 
was ſometimes abated, did not wholly 


go off. He had given her ſoap, rhu- 
barb, 
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barb, aloes, &c. but dhe jaundice kept 
increaſing. Her complexion was of 
a colour between black and yellow. 
I thought there was no time to be 
loſt; I therefore preſcribed for her 
as follows: 

R. Vini ipecac. zi. 

Antim. tart. gr. i. M. ft. hauſtus 
ſtatim cum regimine ſumen- 
dus. | 

R. Rad. Rhabarb. pulv. 

Conf. opiat: I Is. 

Syr. ſimp. f. bolus p6ſt emet. 
operationem ſumendus. 

And the following morning to begin 
with the boluſes and mixture as un- 


der: 


R. 
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RN. Calom. ppt. 
Pil. ex. aloe. 


Conf. opiat. i. gr. iii. 
Syr. ſimp. q. s. f. bolus mane et 
veſpere ſumendus cum miſt. 
ſalin. 31. 
As ſhe was coſtive, F ordered the 
following injection; 
R. Decoct. pro enemate, 3x. 
Olei olivar. 
Syr. bacc. ſpin. cerv. i Zi. 
Pil. ex aloe, 31. 
Sap. moll. 3ſs. M. ftatiny tepide 
injiciend. 
The glyſter procured very little dif- 
charge of fœces; I there fore ordered 
the following pills: 
R. 
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R. Calom. ppt. 
Pil. ex aloe, 4. gr. v. 
Syr. ſacch. q. 8. f. maſſa in pilu- 
las duas dividenda, veſpere 
ſumend. et, ſi alvus aſtricta 
ſit, mane repetend. 
Theſe did not open the bowels ſuffi- 
ciently; therefore on the 19th, (when 
I ſaw her again) I ordered the pills 
to be repeated every four hours, with 
three ſpoonfuls of the following mix- 
ture, till a free paſſage ſhould be pro- 
cured. 
R. Infuſ. ſennæ, zv. 


Tinct. ſennæ, zv. 


jalapii, ziij. 
Syr. roſar. 

Kali. tart. à. ij. 
Mannæ, ifs. M. 


F 
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December 15. The medicines had 
procured a conſiderable diſcharge of 
foeces, but not tinged with bile. I 
therefore ordered for her as under: 

R. Calom. ppt. 

Ocul. cancr. 

Conf. Ro. a. gr. v. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. maſſa in pilu- 
las mediocres divid. ſtatim. 
ſum. cum doſi miſt. ſalin. 

She complained of great weakneſs 
and languor; therefore the following 
cordial mixture was ordered: 

R. Tinct. lavend. comp. 

— caſt. i, 311}. 

Ag. diſtill. zv. 

Syr. ſacch. iſs M. cap. cochl. ij. 
vel iij. larga, in languore. 


Spitting 
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Spitting now came on; and her 
urine was not ſo loaded with bile as 
it had been: but a purging ſuper- 
vening, checked the ſpitting; and ſhe 
grew more yellow. On the 18th. I 
ordered calom. gr. 11. joined with a 
few grains of conf. opiat. to prevent 
its running off by the bowels, to be 
taken twice in a day. I was now 
fearful that the ſubſtance of the liver 
was affected, as a round prominent 


tumour was to be felt in the region 


of the liver. But as her fever was 


not high, I ordered the calomel to be 


continued : and this day the ſpitting 


returned plentifully ; and for about 


ten days, ſhe ſpit every twenty-four 
hours not leſs than a pint and a half, 
Her 
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Her ſkin and urine became every 
day of a better colour; and there 
was plenty of bile in her ſtools. The 
tumour, which was before prominent, 
now felt flaccid and knotty, not un- 
like, as Mr. Rogers, her ſurgeon, and 
a practitioner in midwifery, obſerved, 
a placenta. During the time the ducts 
were open, ſhe voided an aſtoniſhing 
quantity of black ſabulous matter in 
every ſtool; and which, when put 
upon a hot iron, burned like pitch, 
emitting a very offenſive vapour. She 
continued ſpitting, and voiding this 
biliary ſandy- like matter, till about the 
17th. of January 1791; the liver gradu- 
ally decreaſing, and now nearly of its 


natural ſize. There is great reaſon 


— 
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to ſuppoſe, from the knotty ſtate of 
che liver aſter the bile had got a free 
paſſage, and the tumour leſſened, that 
not only the ductus cyſticus, and 
ductus hepaticus, but that the pori 
biliarii were likewiſe obſtructed; for 
I do not think it poſſible for a human 
gall-bladder to contain a fourth part 
of the calculi, ſhe voided, mot much 
larger than ſand. Did the mercury 
in this caſe diminiſh the ſize of the 
calculi? The lady had reſolution 
enough to perſevere in the uſe of her 
medicines and ſpitting to the'end of 
the month, or ſome time longer; and 
happily got rid of her diſorder. There 
was one ſtone voided, the laſt that 
paſſed, about the ſize of a pea. 


CASE 
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CASE XII. 


Mrs. Phillebrown, mother to Mrs, 
Marratt, a banker's lady at Manning- 
tree, ſent for me in April 1787. But 
as my attendance was not a regular 
one, I wrote to Mrs. Marratt for 1n- 
formation, in the following terms ; 
and I received the annexed anſwer. 


Madam, 

About eight years ago, I 
was deſired to viſit your mother, who 
had then a jaundice, ariſing, I ſup- 
poſe, from gall-ſtones. If I recollect 
right, Mr. Rogers, her apothecary, 
{aid ſhe had had ſeveral fits of it be- 
fore I ſaw her; that after acute pain, 


yellowneſs 
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yellowneſs followed; further, when 
ſhe was free from pain, the yellow- 
neſs abated. I well remember that 
I wiſhed- her to be falivated, and 
preſcribed medicines for that pur- 
poſe. But as my attendance was not 
a conltant one, I could not be fo 
exact in obſerving the progreſs, as 
otherwiſe I ſhould have been. I 
have thoughts of publiſhing upon 
this diſorder; therefore ſhall be much 
obliged to you to inform me of what 
you recollect of her caſe. The fol- 
lowing queſtions will perhaps aſliſt 
you. How often, before I ſaw her, 
had ſhe returns of her diſorder? 
After ſpitting came on, how long did 
it continue? After the ſpitting went 

oft, 
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off, had ſhe ever any return of jaun- 
dice? If her ſtools were examined; 
were there any gall-ftones found ? 
What did ſhe die of, and at what age? 
An anſwer, when convement, will 


much oblige, 


Madam, 
Your obedient fervant, 
Hadleighi, Thomas Gibbons. 
6th. April, 1795, 


Anſwered.—Dedham, April 11, 1795. 
Sir, | 
In anſwer to your letter reſpect- 
ing my dear mother, I can ſay, I very 
well remember your preſcribing the 
medicines for her, (at a time there 


was but little hopes of her recovery) 
which 
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which cauſed her a very ſore mouth, 
and a falivation. She had always 
been ſubject to a jaundice and bilious 
complaint. I muſt fay, I think thoſe 
medicines lengthened her life the 
remaining years, as ſhe never had 
any return of the jaundice; but 
looked upon herſelf worn out, the 
laſt year or two, being ſeventy-fix 
years of age. We would many times 
have wiſhed to have had Dr. Gibbons 
to her; but as ſhe had no particular 
diſorder to point out, we could not 
perſuade her to it. . In anſwer to the 
queſtions you have given me: 1ſt, 
She had always been diſordered with 
a bilious habit and jaundice. 2dly. 
I think her ſpitting continued three 


* or 
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or four weeks. gdly. It certainly 


recovered her, as I do not remember 
ſhe ever had any return of the Jaun- 
dice. Athly. No gall-ſtones were 
found ; what came from her was not 
regularly examined. 5thly. At the 
age of ſeventy-lix, ſhe had an eaſy 
paſſage out of this world. I believe 
ſhe always thought highly of the 
medicines; and had ſhe had any 
return, you certainly would have 
been ſent for. 
I am, &c. 
G. Marratt. 


In 
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In only one caſe have I tried the 
effects of calomel in an inflammation 
of the liver. Some years ago I was 
deſired to viſit Mr. Griggs, a linen- 
draper in Hadleigh, aged about forty- 
five years; whoſe liver was ſo much 
enlarged, that a tumour of the right- 
ſide might be ſeen. He had a con- 
ſiderable degree of fever; was very 
yellow ; his ſtools deficient of, but 
not without bile. I ordered him 
calomel, which he took for ſeveral 
weeks; but no ſpitting followed. 
The calomel was omitted; but his 
diſeaſe at laſt proved fatal. Does not 
inflammation prevent the mercury 


affecting the ſalivary glands? 


The 
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The two following caſes were com- 
municated to me by Mr. Travis, an 
ingenious ſurgeon at Eaſt Bergholt, 
in this county; they are ſtrikingly 
corroborative of the facts related in 
the preceding pages, and of the infe- 
rences which thoſe facts are calculated 
to ſuggeſt.— 


Mrs. Abbot, aged fifty, of a ſcro- 
fulous habit, and ſubje& to biliary 
complaints, has now, July 30, 1796, a 
total obſtruction of the flow of bile 
into the inteſtinal canal, and the co- 
lour of her ſkin is of a dark yellow 
approaching toward black; ſhe com- 
plains of violent pain in the region of 
the liver, attended with almoſt con- 


tinued 
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tinued vomiting. Pulſe very quick, 
and heat exceſſive. Urine very high 


coloured, and ſo diminiſhed in quan- 
tity as not to exceed half a wine glaſs 
in twenty-four hours; faeces nearly 
black, and reſembling in their texture 
coagulated blood; tongue foul; thirſt 
urgent; no reſt; appetite ſo greatly 
impaired that ſhe has not for ſome 
time taken more than a ſingle boiled 
turnip daily. 
Ordered to take an emetic imme- 


diately, and, after its operation, an 
opening draught was given, and the 
bolus as below at night. 
R. Calom. gr. iv. 
Opii. gr. i. cum conſerva cynoſb. 
fiat bolus hora ſomni ſumen- 
dus. On 
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On the 31ſt. of July ſhe took four 
ounces of cathartic mixture, and on 
the iſt. of Auguſt commenced the 
following pills: 
R. Calom. gr. vi. 
Paulv. rhæi 
Sal. polychreſt. et 
Saaponis albi ai. 3j. 
] | Olei junip. g xxxij. cum ſyrupo 
fant pil. xxxij. e quibus ſumat 
11]. bis in die cum hauſtu ſto- 
mach. amaro. 5 0 
Theſe, with an occaſional cathartic, 
and the intervention of an emetic, 
were continued until the eighth of 
Auguſt, on which day the pills below 
were preſcribed. * 10 


R. 


39 

R. Calom. gr. xij. 
Pulv. ſcillæ gr. xv. 
Aloes ſoccotor. 3j. 
Saponis ziſs. | 
Olei junip. g xxxx. cum ſyrupo 
fant pilulæ xxxvj. e quibus 
ſumat 11. bis in die cum hauſ- 


tu diuretico amaro 


A gentle ptyaliſm was now pro- 


duced, relieved her greatly, and was 
continued until the 14th. of Auguſt, 
when the pills being omitted, the 
ſpitting went off, and her ſymptoms 
returned; on the 24th. therefore, the 
calomel was again had recourſe to. 
R. Calomel. gr. iv. 
Opu purific. gr. ij. cum conſer- 
va fiant boli ij. hora ſomni 


ſumendi. R. 
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R. Kali pp. 3j. 
Infuſi gentianæ comp. purg. 3x. 
Tincturæ cardamomi comp. 3]. 
flat hauſtus 4tis. horis cum 
5 ſucco limonis in actu effer- 
veſcentiæ ſumendus. 

The bolus and draught were con- 
tinued until the 28th. of Auguſt, and 
then altered as follows: 3 
R. Extracti colocynth. comp. 3j. 

Calomel. gr. xij. cum ſyrupo 
fiant boli x1. et ſumat j. bis 
in die. | 

She perſiſted in this manner, under 


a continued moderate ſalivation, until 


the 6th. of September, when, every 
morbid ſymptom having diſappeared, 
the medicines were omitted, and ſhe 


has 


01 


has ſince remained free 2 — 
Og n 


| April hs ih Mrs. Heffill, aged 

fifty-five, has a total (deficiency of 
bile in her fœces, which are of a clay 
colour; the pain in the region of the 
liver is very acute, and occaſions 
moſt diſtreſſing ſickneſs and vomit- 
ings. Skin of a deep and bright yel - 
low. Pulſe. quick and hard. Thirſt 
great; urine loaded with bile. Was 
ordered to be blooded, and to take 
an emetic, and theſe; with ſome ape- 
rient ſtomachic medicines, removed 
the complaint, and ſhe continued well 
until the 23d. of April; on which day 
the jaundice with an augmentation of 


* 
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every ſymptom returning, and with 
che additional one of violent pain on 
one ſide of her face, the * 
— preſcribed: 

R. Salis poly chreſt. et 
Pulveris rhæi aa. 211. 
Saponis 31. 

Calomel. gr. vj. 
Olei junip. g* xxxvj. cum ſy- 

rupo fiant pilulæ ' xxxvj. e 

aduibus ſumat iij. bis in die 
ſuperbibendo 1 — miſ- 

ture cardiace re 
b porch had taken only eighteen of 
theſe pills, and conſequently but three 
grains of calomel, when a hot tile was 
applied by her friends to relieve the 
pained fide of her face, and which in 


a4 
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a few hours occaſioned a ſwelling of 
the ſalivary glands of that ſide, and 
a ptyaliſm enſuing from the parts 
thus affected, was ſupported for a 
fortnight, and compleatly reſtored her 
to health. | 
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1 SHALL now proceed to give a 
relation of ſome caſes of hæmorr- 
hage, which were, either reſtrained, 


or ſtopped by the uſe of * doſes 


of nitre. 


On the third day of February 1791, 
Mr. Rayner. Cox of Harwich, in 
Eſlex, who, for ſeveral years before, 
had been ſubje& to hæmoptoe, was 


10 taken 
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taken about eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing with a return of his diſorder. 
He was bled, and took, during the 
day, what he had been uſed to take, 
an emulſion of ſperma ceti with nitre. 
At night a draught, into which were 
put twenty and five drops of æther. 
I ſuppoſe vitriolicizther. He awoke 
about one o'clock” Feb. 4th. and had 
a violent return of the bleeding. Mr. 
Hopkins; ſurgeon, &c. at Harwich, 
and Mr:\Shearmanjz his late partner 
and ſuceeſſor in the practice of ſur- 
gery and pharmacy, agreed, with his 
conſent; to repeat vene ſection, and 
give him larger doſes of nitre than 
are uſually given. viz. sij. for a 
doſe, in one doſe he took a drachm. 
| - On 
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On that day, the 4th, I was ſent for. 
Before I got to his houſe he had had 
ſeveral returns of the bleeding. The 
blood, which had been drawn from 
his arm, was a complete coagulum. 
There was no ſeparation of ſerum 
from the craſſamentum. It had an 
appearance like millet ſeeds ſprinkled 
upon grumous blood. His pulſe was 
quick, but not full. I preſcribed for 
him the following medicines; + 
R. Cerus. acetat. gr. iii. 
"Alum: pulv. gr. v. 
Opii. gr. j. | m 
Conſ. cynolb. q. s. f. bolus ſta 
tim ſumendus et poſt horas 


A - * 4 4 a 1 ; 4 . þ ; K. 


quinque repetendus 


70 


R. Kali pp. 3). 
Succ. limon. Zij. 
Aquæ diſtil. 3vj. 
Syr. limon. iſs. 
Nitri pulv. zij. M. cap. coch. iv. 
ſubinde. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon 
he brought up about two tea cups full 
of blood, freſh and florid; and at ten 
the ſame evening as much more: At 


one o'clock in the morning on the 
5th. day of February, at eight, and at 
ten o'clock in the forenoon of the 
ſame day, he brought up, each time, 
about 6 ounces of blood. 
Things now put on a ſerious aſpect. 
His urine was tinged with blood, 
which every hour grew redder. I 
was 


7¹ 
was much alarmed, The patient, 
however, during this trying ſcene, 
was perfectly calm in his mind, In 
this ſituation no time was to be loſt. 
We agreed to try what large doſes of 
nitre frequently given would do. He, 


accordingly, took a drachm every two 


hours in a cup of barley decoction. 
About that time Ruſpini's ſtyptic was 
extolled by ſome. Mr. Cox aſked me 
1f I thought it would interfere with 
the nitre. After having taſted it, I 
could not diſcover any thing likely 


to decompoſe the nitre therefore con- 


ſented. He took a tea-ſpoonful one 
hour after every doſe of the nitre, in 


a glaſsful of tincture of roſes. He 
had not taken more than half an 
ounce 


* 
” 
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ounce of the nitre before his urine 
became leſs tinged, and gradually 
grew paler till Feb. 6th. when it was 
quite lympid. Dr. Hamilton of Ipſ- 
wich, agreeable to the wiſh of his 
brother Charles Cox, Eſq. was deſired 
to meet me. He came, but ſo rapid 
was the progreſs of the remedy; that 
the bleeding was entirely ſtopped be- 
fore he arrived. Here the reader 
will perhaps aſk, How can you attr1- 
bute the good effetts in this caſe to 
the nitre, ſince. he took other medi- 
cines? The following caſes will, as 
well as the poſtſcript at the end of 
this, I think; put the matter out of 
doubt. | 
The nitre happily never offended 

his 
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his ſtomach, but it occaſioned a diſ- 


agreeable irritation in the proſtate 
glands and ſphincter muſcles with a 
frequent diſcharge of urine. The 
doſes therefore were, after the third 
day, leſſened, and given at longer 
intervals. 

He had had no return of bleeding 
when I ſaw him Feb. gth. 1791. 


Poſlscript. 
Mr. Cox has lately favoured me 
with an account of himſelf. He ſays, 
that, now and then, upon taking cold, 
he has had a cough, which has been 
followed by ſome ſlight returns, but 
none alarming. He adds, that nitre, 
with a cool regimen, ſoon ſet all 


things right. Mr. 
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Mz. POLLEY'S CASE. 

On the gth. day of Jan. 1792, I was + 
ſent for to Mr. Robert Polley of 
London, who was then on a viſit to a 
relation of his at Edwardſtone, by 
Boxford in Suffolk. He appeared to 
be about the age of twenty-four years. 
He had, from a breach in his lungs, 
been often troubled with hæmoptoe; 
for which he had put himſelf under 
the care of an eminent phyſician in 
London, who ordered for him ſmall 
doſes of nitre joined with pulv. e tra- 
gac. comp. and a mixture compoſed 
of tincture of roſes &c. 

When I ſaw him he had brought 
up, at the diſtance of four hours each 

time, 
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time, for the greateſt part of the pre- 
ceding day and night, about five or 
ſix ounces of freſh arterial blood, and 
was reduced fo low that he looked 
like a perſon in the laſt ſtage of a 
pulmonary conſumption. He had a 
harraſſing cough, his pulſe was very 
quick and thready : what he expecto- 
rated was not purulent, but he brought 
up a great many globular ſubſtances 
like tubercles, about the ſize of peas, 
which ſeemed to be compoſed of 
gritty particles, like fand, cemented 
with mucus ſo fetid that the patient 
himſelf could hardly bear the ſmell 
of them. I never met with any thing 
expectorated ſo offenſive, I ordered 
for him as follows: 
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R. Nitri purificati 3j. 
Bacch. alb. 3s. 
Coccinel. pulv. gr. ij. M. f. pul- 
vis, ſtatim, ex poculo, decoct. 
hord. ſumendus, et quarta 
quaq. hora repet. 
and, now and then, two ounces of a 
mixture of which tincture of roſes 
was the principal ingredient. 

He had not taken more than four 
of the powders before the blood 
thrown up, was, not only leſs in 
quantity but at longer intervals. 
His urine, which was before remark- 
ably high coloured, became gradually 
clearer, and, at length, returned to its 
natural ſtate. I ſaw him on the 10th. 
when his bleeding was ſtopped. But 


from 
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from the colour of a ſtool he had had, 
it was evident he had ſwallowed: a 
conſiderable quantity of blood, which 
was now grown very. black and of- 
fenſive. I therefore preſcribed the 
following draught : 

R. Salis Rupel. mannæ aa. 3ſs. coq. 
in aq. puræ q. s. col. iſs. add. 
tinct. ſennæ. ſyr. roſ. aa. 3j. f. 
H. ſtatim, cum regimine, ſu- 

- 2 _ mendus. | 
This had the deſired effect; his 
bowels were cleanſed and his fœces 
became of a natural colour. I there- 
fore deſired him to go on with the 
powders, repeating them every four 
hours. He did fo, till he had taken 
regularly, upwards of forty. They 


K never 
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never once offended his ſtomach. 
As he had no return of bleeding, I 
deſired him to omit the powders and 
take, in lieu of them, the following 
mixture: 
R. Decoct. cort. Peru. 
Infuſ. roſ. aa. 3iy. 
Tinct. cort. Peru. 2j. 
Acidi vitri, dilut. g* xl. M. cap. 
coch. iv. bis terve in dies. 
Having made ſome ſtay in the 
country he returned to London. I 
did not hear that he had any recur- 
rence of the hæmorrhage. But that, 
three or four years afterwards, he 
died of a phthiſis pulmonalis. The 
reader will ſee, from the ſmall quan- 
tity of the cochineal in the powder, 
| that 


79 


that it was an ingredient, merely to 
diſguiſe the medicine. And here, by 
the by, I would recommend it to 
practitioners, by colouring, not inju- 
rious, ſo to alter the appearance of 
ſome medicines, as that the fick may 
not know what he takes. I have 
ever ſeen that patients in general ex- 
pect more from a medicine the com- 
poſition of which they are ignorant 
of, than from one they are acquainted 
with, I remember a lady many years 
ago, who was troubled with a violent 
heartburn, ſhe ſent for a phyſician, 
who preſcribed for her a draught 
ſimilar to the following: 

R. 
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R. Cretæ pp. 3j. 
Aq. cinnam. ſimp. zj. f. hauſt. 
ſemel biſve in die, cardialgia 
urgenta, ſumendus. 
This corrected the acidity of the 
gaſtric fluid, and was a great favourite 
for ſeveral years; but, at length, ſhe 
had occaſion to go to London, and 
defired her apothecary, who had pru- 
dently kept the compoſition a ſecret, 
to ſend her the Doctor's preſcription; 
he did ſo. In London ſhe got it 
tranſlated. into engliſh, and, behold; 
what was the conſequence ? ſhe took 
no more © chalk draughts! ” 
But there are other patients, many 


of: the clergy for inſtance, and other 


gentlemen of liberal education, who 


have 
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have attended anatomical and chemi- 
cal lectures, and perhaps acquired a 
knowledge of the theory of phy- 
ſick. Theſe are not to be put off 
with an ipſe dixit. They have a 
right to know the phyſician's opinion 
of the di ſorder the intention of cure, 
and by what means it is to be brought 
about. 

I was ſome years paſt ſent for to 
the Right Honourable Richard Rigby 
of Miſtley Hall in Eſſex. He had 
had a fit of the gout, but his chief 
complaints were, when I ſaw him, 
great irritation of the nervous ſyſtem, 
violent rheumatic pains in one ſhoul- 
der, and arm, and, beſides theſe, he 


had the ſhingles. He told me that 
when 
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when he was well he had been in 
the habit of taking Dr. James's anti- 
monial powder, and analeptic pills. 
That they, when he got warm in bed, 
produced a gentle perſpiration which 
continued till morning; that when he 
got up, the check upon the ſurface 
occaſioned a determination to his 
bowels, and that then he had an am- 
ple ſtool, and was comfortable for 
the whole day. | But, that now, he 
had no perſpiration, nor evacuation 
from his bowels unleſs he took rhu- 
barb. © © Now fir, what do you mean 
to give me, for, you muſt know, I 
take no medicine without being 
« acquainted with the compoſition, 
and what I am to expect from it. 

I 


$3 

I told him I thought James's powder 
was the beſt remedy he could take, 
aſſiſted by fuitable medicines, for that 
James's powders, by proper additions 
"might be made to act, either upon 
the ſkin, ſtomach, or bowels. * This 
fir,” ſaid he, is very well in theory. 
Fut do you think you can bring it 
* to practice?” I told him I thought 
I could. © Then fir, preſcribe as ſoon 
as you pleaſe.” I told him he 
would have nothing to take till bed 
time. I knew his James's powders 
were to be depended on, therefore 
defired his valet de chambre, who 
had the care of them, to give me a 
couple, one of which I put into a 
draught, eompoſed of camphor julep 


and 
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and tincture of opium, which he took 
in bed; and I deſired him to take now 
and then a cupful of warm barley 
decoction; and, if he had no ſweat in 
four hours to ſend his ſervant to me. 
The ſervant came and I went to his 
maſter. I aſked him if he had had 
any perſpiration. - He ſaid no, but 
that he was not quite fo reſtleſs as he 
had been, his {kin, though not moiſt, 
was lax. I repeated the draught, and: 
deſired, ſhould it not produce the 
effect expected, that I might be called 
at the end of the next four hours. -L 
went to bed and ſlept till eight o'clock 
the next morning. 1 then viſited and 
found him in a very benign ſweat, 
and deſired him not to check it ſud- 

: denly, 


WP - 
denly, but, as he withed to get up, 


that his covering might be removed. 
by degrees. On getting up he went 
to his water cloſet, and at breakfaſt 
ſaid, he thought he had got into his 
uſual tract again. He repeated the 
powders and draughts the night fol- 
lowing, with the ſame eſſect, and then 
left them off, ſaying he had no more 
occaſion for them, which proved 
true. | 

And now having made a digreſſion 
from the caſes of hæmorrhagy, I 
hope the reader will allow me to offer 
him ſome obſervations relative to the 
treatment of the ſick, which, I think, 
may be of uſe both to the doctor and 
and patient. 
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I remember to have ſeen a publi- 
cation, by a phyſician of good abilities 
too, but who, I have ſince heard, was 
not upon friendly terms with the apo- 
thecaries, in which, with no ſmall 
degree of warmth, he inveighs againſt 
ſaline draughts, juleps, ſperma ceti 
mixtures, ptiſans, &c. &c. What 
good, ſays he, can a ſaline draught 
do, though taken every four hours? 
I agree with this gentleman, that theſe 
are not medicines of ſuch powers as 
to produce any great effect upon the 
body independent of the mind. But 
every practitioner of experience, well 
knows what an influence the mind 
has upon the body. Numberleſs 
facts might be given where impreſ- 


ſions 
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ſions of the mind (eſpecially in caſes 
of ſcurvy) have proved favourable, 
or fatal. Let one inſtance ſuffice. 
On the goth. of Jan, 1744, Mr. Ives 
informs us, *that he had near ſeventy 
* perſons ill of the ſcurvy in the 
Mediterranean. Yet the joy of 
* meeting the enemy's fleet, and beat- 
ing them, had ſuch an effect, that, 
on the 11th. of Feb. following, 
* when the engagement happened, 
* there were not more than five men 
* abſent from their fighting quarters:” 
And this Dr. Lind juſtly attributes to 
the influence of the mind upon the 
body; for he adds, that, during ele- 
ven days, the ſick had no more than 
five ſervings of broth. 
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I have been ſent for to many pati- 
ents at particular times when I ſhould 
have been ſatisfied in doing nothing. 
But would this ſatisfy the patient? 
No. His mind was to be made eaſy, 
till nature or the diſorder pointed out 
what was to be done. How difficult 
is it, often, to diſtinguiſh between 
cauſe and effect; how cautious, there- 
fore, ought the preſcriber to be, leſt 
by violent medicines, raſhly given, 
he deſtroy the patient before the diſ- 
eaſe, I have been told that the cele- 
brated Dr. Goldſmith, by taking too 
large doſes of James's powders, at an 
improper time in his fever, fell a 


victim to his temerity. 


Mr. 


89 
Mr. Kettle, an innkeeper of Had- 
leigh, aged fifty and five years, was 
attacked in October 1797 with violent 
vomitings of blood; which was of a 
very dark colour, and of a grumous 
quality. After due allowance for the 
contents of the ſtomach, which were 
uſually mixed with the blood thus 
evacuated, he brought up for three 
days ſucceſſively not leſs than two 
pints and one half, or three pints of 
blood per day; preceded by a ſenſe 


of great weight, ſickneſs and anxiety. 


His pulſe was quick, ſmall, and irre- 
gular, his ſkin hot, thirſt conſiderable; 
body rather coſtive, and his ſtools 
were loaded with black and fetid 

blood : 
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blood: urine in ſmall quantity and 
turbid: little or no reſt, great proſ- 
tration of ſtrength: legs and feet 
cedematous. Upon exainination there 
appeared a very extenſive, hard, and 
Irregular tumour of the liver, and 
which preſſing upon the vena porta- 
rum had, probably, given riſe to this 
alarming hæmorrhage. As I had ex- 
perienced the beſt effects from large 
doſes of nitre in active hæmorhagy, 
I now determined to try what the 
reſult would be, in paſſive hæmorr- 
hagy, for, in this caſe there were no 
inflammatory ſymptoms. I accord- 
ingly preſcribed for him as follows: 
R. 
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R. Infuſi roſæ rubræ ziſs. 


Nitri purificati, 


Sp. nucis moſch. et 


Syrupi caryoph. rub. ia. 3j. f. 


hauſtus quartis horis ſumen- 
dus. 

No ſickneſs or nauſea enſued from 
the uſe of the nitre. In leſs than 
forty-eight hours the bleeding was 
nearly ſtopped. In the courſe of 
nineteen days he took ſeven ounces 
of nitre without the leaſt inconveni- 
ence, on the contrary his appetite was 
conſiderably mended. His urine, 
during the uſe of the medicine, was 
ſecreted in larger quantity, and be- 
came lympid, and the induration of 


the liver was conſiderably leſſened. 


In 
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In about. three weeks, however, 
after he had left off the nitre, the 
anaſarca of the lower extremities had 
increaſed, and ſymptoms of aſcites 
appearing, I ordered fmall doſes of 
the digitalis purpurea, which reheved 
him greatly. But a return of his 
dropſy in the year 1798 proved fatal. 


* 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE USE 
OF NITRE IN HAMORRHAGY, IN 
A LETTER TO DR. GIBBONS, BY 


NATHAN DRAKE, M. D. 


Dear Sir, 

I tranſmit you a caſe of 
uterine hemorrhage in which the free 
uſe of nitre was attended with the 
moſt beneficial effects. It will cor- 
roborate in no ſmall degree your 
former experience on this ſubject, 
and, together with the caſes you have 
accumulated, clearly prove, I think, 
the great efficacy of this medicine in 
targe doſes, though given long after 
ſolution, and though unaccompanied 


» 
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with any immediate affection of che 
ſtomach. 
Nitre when exhibited thus amply 
has hitherto been ſuppoſed to act on 
the circulation either from the cold 
produced during its ſolution in the 
ſtomach, or in conſequence of nauſea 
excited by its action on the muſcular 
fibre of that organ. Mr. White of 
Mancheſter, in his Treatiſe on the 
Management of Pregnant and Lying- 
in Women, when ſpeaking of the beſt 
method for ſuppreſſing violent flood- 
ings, obſerves, large doſes of nitre 
* have often afforded inſtant relief; 
“ which I ſuppoſe is owing to the 
% power which Dr. Alexander juſtly 
* aſcribes to it, of almoſt inſtantly 

e retarding 
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« retarding the velocity of the circu- 
lation, and of ſurpriſingly diminiſh- 
ing the number of pulſations: but 
* it ſhould be given immediately af- 
* ter being diſſolved, as the ſame gen- 
* tleman has obſerved, that it then 
* poſſeſſes that power in a greater 
e degree: “ and Dr. Darwin, in the 
ſecond volume of his Zoonomia, has 
a paſſage of ſimilar import: Large 
* doſes of nitre,” ſays he, © by pro- 
% ducing nauſea debilitate and leſſen 
« the energy of the circulation, and 
and are thence uſeful in inflamma- 
* tory diſeaſes. It muſt be added, 
* that if nitre be ſwallowed in pow- 
ce der, or ſoon after it is diſſolved, it 

* contributes 


* Fifth Edition, page 141, 143. 
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contributes to leſſen the circulation 
by the cold it generates, like ice- 
* water, or the external application 
* of cold air.““ 

- Now in the caſe before me, and in 
thoſe which have fallen under your 
own experience, the nitre, with the 
exception of Mr. Polley, was given 
ſome hours after its ſolution, and 
produced in no inſtance ſickneſs, or 
even nauſea, yet the hemorrhage was 
ſuppreſſed, and the heat and irrita- 
bility diminiſhed. It appears to me, 
indeed, difficult to conceive how the 
tranſient cold occaſioned by the ſolu- 
tion of a drachm or two of nitre in 
the ſtomach, and which is repeated 


only 


* Page 760. 
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only every three or four hours, can 
ſufficiently retard the motion of the 
heart to produce any powerful effect. 
Ice-water, indeed, which may be 
given every five or ten minutes, ſo 
as to induce permanent cold, pro- 
miſes, in caſes of urgency, to be of 
great ſervice, but it is obvious, that 
nitre cannot be thus repeated without 
danger of immediate rejection. 

As to the effects of nauſea ariſing 
from nitre in hæmorrhagy, nothing 
can place its inutility in a more ſtrik- 
ing point of view than the caſes of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kettle; both laboured 
under the ſame complaint, and from 
ſimilar cauſes; the former took, in 


nineteen days, ſeven ounces of nitre, 
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a drachm at a doſe, without any nau- 
ſea, and with every good effect; the 
latter, to whom I was called in April 
1798, and whoſe evacuation of blood 
from the ſtomach was, as nearly as 
poſſible, both in quantity and quality, 
ſuch as her huſband's, experienced 
ſo much nauſea and fickneſs from the 
nitre that I was obliged altogether to 
omit it, yet during theſe effects the 
hemorrhage, ſo far from diminiſhing, 
encreaſed to a molt alarming degree. 
It was however at length put a ſtop 

to by bleeding in the arm, and the 
| liberal and long continued uſe of the 
tinctura ferri muriati. 


The power which Dr. Alexander 


has aſcribed to nitre, of inſtantly re- 
tarding 


. 
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tarding the velocity of the circula- 


tion, and of ſurpriſingiy diminiſhing 


the number of pulſations, I have 
never experienced. Though to Mr. 
Kettle and to Mrs. Bradſtreet large 
and repeated doſes were given, and 
attention was paid to the ſtate of the 
pulſe, both immediately after it was 
taken, and when ſome hours had 
elapſed, no ſudden change was per- 
c2ptible, though in both the pulſe 
gradually became flower and ſofter. 


Mrs. Kettle's pulſe, which was quick 


and hard, underwent no alteration 
during the nauſea and ſickneſs conſe- 
quent on taking the nitre. It ſhould 
be oblerved, however, that where 
large doſes of nitre diſagree with the 


ſtomach, 
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ſtomach, they are in general, rapidly 
ejected by vomiting, the action of 
which accelerates the pulſe, and the 
material once evacuated no nauſea 
continues, a circumſtance which, if 
nauſea be the effect intended, ſhould 
lead us to employ a medicine whoſe 
powers are more durable, the digita- 
lis for inſtance, in the uſe of which 
though vomiting may ſupervene nau- 
ſea for the molt part continues. 

I am inclined to think that in ſup- 
preſſing hæmorrhagy, whether active 
or paſſive, nitre acts merely as a tonic, 
powerfully though gradually dimi- 
niſhing at the ſame time heat, irrita- 
bility and arterial action. That theſe 


are the effects of the nitrous acid, 


when 
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when given with a view to remove 
debility, late experience has amply 
proved, and may we not attribute the 
ſalutary operation of the ſalt under 
_ conſideration entirely to this active 
principle though in union with fixed 
vegetable alkali? | 
Beheve me, dear Sir, 
With great eſteem, 
Yours moſt {incerely. 
Hadlergh, Suffolk, Nathan Drake. 
May, 1799. n 
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November 10, 1797. 


Mrs. Bradſtreet aged 42, has for 
theſe laſt three or four days laboured 
under violent uterine hæmorrhagy; 
ſhe complains of conſiderable pain in 
her back and loins; the blood flows 
ſo profuſely as to indicate danger; 
debility very great; body regular; 
thirſt urgent; tongue white and dry; 
extremities cold and rather œdema- 
tous. 

She has been ſubjea to repeated 
attacks of this complaint for more 
than two years, which have neceſla- 
rily much injured her conſtitution, 
Having taken, ſince the preſent return, 
ſome powerful aſtringents without 
abating the diſcharge, my opinion 


Was 
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was requeſted, and on finding the 
irritability of the ſyſtem greatly in- 
creaſed, and her pulſe near 120 ſmall 
but hard, I ordered her the following 
draught: ee. 
R. Infuſi roſe rubræ Ziſs. 
Tincturæ cinnamoni et 
.  Syrupl caryophilli rubri aa. 3j. 
Nitri purificati 3j. fiat hauſtus 
quartis horis ſumendus. 
Twelve were taken in four days; 
they agreed perfectly well with her 
ſtomach, and on the day aſter their 
commencement the hæmorrhage be- 
gan to ſubſide, and by the fifteenth 
was compleatly removed. 
Io prevent a recurrence, however, 
the medicines beneath were thought 


neceſlary, 
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neceſſary, and, together with a cool 
though nutritive diet, were perſiſted 
in for ſome time with every good 
ee. * 

R. Extracti cinchonæ ziſs. 

Pulyeris rhæi zſs. 

Zinci. vitriolati gr. viij. cum 
ſyrupo fiant pilulæ xxiv. e 
quibus ſumat ij. ter in die 
cum hauſtu ſeq. 

R. Cinchonæ puly. 3j. 
Corticis aurantii 3s. 

Quaſſiæ ligni 31. 
Aue ferventis 5x. macera per 
.--_ horas iv. et cola. 
R. Infuſi colati Ziſs. 

p. ethers vitriol. 8 xx. fat 
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FLANNEL WAISTCOATS, 


R 

I cannot diſmiſs my pen till I have 
made a few obſervations on the perni- 
cious uſe of flannel. Many medical 
men adviſe flannel waiſtcoats to be 
worn next the ſkin. In rheumatic 
complaints, lumbagos, and a number 
of other affections of the muſcles and 
tendons they do well, provided the 

waiſtcoats 
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waiſtcoats be not worn too long. 
What I have to reprobate is, the 
almoſt general uſe of them in pulmo- 
nary conſumptions. The firſt direc- 
tion to the patient is, „put on a flan- 
* nel waiſtcoat under your ſhirt.“ 
And the waiſtcoat is commonly worn 
for a month or more, without being 
waſhed! Can any thing be ſo inju- 
rious? Sweat (like urine and thin 
feces) is an excrementitious fluid. 
No what perſon afflicted with a 
diarrhœa eguld bear the idea of wear- 
ing a ſhirt for a month together. In 
the phthiſis pulmonalis, where the 
patient has been all but diſſolved by. 
ſweats, he has been bermitted to wear 
a 
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a flannel. jacket for weeks! The 
morbid {ſweat has been ſecreted, ex- 
creted, and abſorbed again, perhaps 
thirty times over! Can any thing to 
a thinking perſon appear ſo ſhock- 
ingly abſurd? I was ſome time paſt 
in company with a very ſenſible gen- 
tleman, who told me he always wore 
flannel next his ſkin. I aſked him 
why he did ſo. He anſwered, *by 
* the advice of a gentleman of the 
faculty.“ How long do you wear a 
flannel waiſteoat? „About a month.” 
How long do you wear a ſhirt? 
J have a clean ſhirt every day.” 
Then why not a clean waiſtcoat every 
day? I have not had an opportunity 

| of 
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of ſeeing him ſince, but, before I left 
him, he was ſo fully convinced of 
the error of his obedience, that, I have 
no doubt, a reform has taken place. 
I wiſh theſe hints may bring about a 
general reform... © 


* 


